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Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund 
Fund Guidelines  
Overview
The Derbyshire Amenity Fund was a fund created to support activities and enhance opportunities for people attending Learning Disability Day Centres and Respite/Residential services in Derbyshire.
The fund was raised specifically to improve quality of life through additional experiences such as social events, trips, equipment, or other enrichment activities that sit alongside regular day centre provision.
Following the closure of Day Centres, the remaining funds were held by Derbyshire County Council.
To ensure the funds are used for their intended purpose, the Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund Group has been established to manage and distribute them through small grants. The Group includes Carers, people who previously accessed day centre and respite services and former Derbyshire County Council Day Centre employees. The Group will receive support from Derbyshire Carers Association who provide impartial advice, guidance and administrative assistance.
[bookmark: _Hlk231930178]Aim of the fund 
The Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund have grants available for voluntary and community groups to pilot innovative projects that provide social gatherings and activities for people living with a learning disability within their local communities. Individuals who were supported by the Day Centres as well as other individuals living with a learning disability will be connected to groups and activities in their local community that improves wellbeing, social interactions and connects individuals to groups. 
What we will fund 
The Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund will accept applications for projects that provide activities such as but not limited to those listed below:
Social and Recreational Activities
· Group trips and outings 
· Group meals or cooking clubs
· Sports and fitness sessions 
· Community events and festivals
· Social clubs or coffee mornings
· Film or theatre trips
Creative and Cultural Activities
· Arts and crafts workshops
· Music or dance sessions
· Drama and performance groups
· Photography or digital media projects
· Creative writing or storytelling groups
· Equipment to support activities. 
Grants will fund activities and groups for up to twelve months.  Any funds not used after twelve months will be returned to the Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund Group. 
Who is eligible to apply?
 We welcome applications from community & voluntary groups, community interest companies, leisure centres, sport groups and charities across Derbyshire. Projects must be delivered within Derbyshire County, not including Derby City. The project must be a new area of work or enhance an existing offer.
· Applicants do not have to be registered charities but must be constituted and have relevant core policies (Safeguarding, General Data Protection Regulations, Health and Safety).
· We are happy to receive more than one application for different projects from each individual organisation. We also welcome partnership applications. 
· Support for adults. 
How much can I apply for?
· We welcome applications up to £3,000 per project to allow for a diverse range of applications across all areas.  
· Funding can include equipment and project costs and sessional workers during activities. 
What are the monitoring requirements?
· To gather as much learning as possible from these projects and to support sustainability, there will be a standard monitoring template where we gather feedback as well as templates for case studies. 
For more information, please contact the Derbyshire Learning Disability Amenity Fund Group on Information.d.l.d.a.f@gmail.com 
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